CUCUMBER

61

CUCUMBER-ROOT

riods of moist weather, particularly
when dews are heavy. They cover the
leaves with a moldy growth which
will gradually dry up the plants.
Dusting with a finely divided sul-
phur is a good control. Most any
dust has^a tendency to dry the mil-
dew. Good air circulation will pre-
vent it. In greenhouses, where it is
customary to install large fans to
circulate the air, keeping ventilators
closed too long will cause it to de-
velop.

Of the insects, the striped cucum-
ber beetle is the worst offender. The
beetle lays eggs at the base of the
plants. When the eggs hatch, the
small grubs work their way into the
roots where they eat the tender tis-
sue. This causes the plants to wilt
and, if enough grubs are present, to
die. Furthermore, they carry the mo-
saic and the bacterial wilt. The best
control is to dust the foliage as soon
as the first true leaves are formed
and keep the foliage covered lightly
with a rotenone dust or a good dus-
tine lime. Cucumber beetles can also
be controlled by covering the plants
with mosquito netting fastened to a
frame. This is worth while because
it means controlling two diseases as
well as preventing the damage from
the beetles. After the plants are well
established and start to run, there is
less danger from the beetles. It is
better to wait a week or two in the
spring before sowing the seed, so that
when the seedlings are up they will
growr rapidly. The greatest danger
from the beetles is during cool
weather when the cucumber plants
make a slow growth.

Plant lice or aphids often get
numerous enough in cool weather
to interfere with the growth of the
foliage. Nicotine sulphate or Black

Leaf 40 sprayed on the foliage will
control them. In real dry weather in
the warm climates, red spiders will
cause considerable irritation to the
leaves. Frequent watering during
these periods in the early morning
hours will discourage them.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS : A few
cucumber plants \vill produce enough
fruits for the average family. They
can be grown over the compost pile,
so that the vines hang down the
sides. They do well in any material
of this kind which is undergoing de-
composition. At the same time, they
make a good cover. If a coldframe is
available, the vines can be grown in
it and kept covered with a screen-
frame in place of the hotbed sash.

Cucumber-Root

DESCRIPTION: Cucumber root (Me-
deola virgmica) gets its name from
the fact that the bulbous root has the
flavor of a cucumber. It belongs to
the lily family and is a perennial,
with a stem three feet tall and leaves
arranged in two whorls. The upper
whorl produces small greenish-yel-
low flowers which are followed later
by dark purple berries. The fleshy
roots were a common food of the
Indians and considered to have fine
flavor. Although a semi-tropical
plant, it is adapted to northeastern
America.

VARIETIES: None have been devel-
oped for cultivation in gardens.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
It grows in moist soil where the roots
are protected from severe winter
freezing. It does not live through se-
vere winters in upland mineral soils
but grows on the edges of swampy
or low-lying land. It is not partial-